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Dear Brother Knights,
Here’s wishing you and your families a very bright
and prosperous New Year. May we continue to
follow the vision of Father McGivney and work to
lead people closer to God and teach others by
our works of Strength, Integrity & Fidelity.
We have grown in strength of membership and are over 300 members strong, and
still growing. Every growth for an organisation is a good sign that we are working in
the right direction, but in the same way we need to grow in our spiritual strength
and this is also good for us as Catholics and members of this great organisation. We
have created opportunities for members to participate and lead and teach others,
one such program is our May and October Daily Rosary devotion that is now in its
second year and is growing in popularity. The second is our recently created
monthly Day of Prayer at the Adoration Chapel that starts from midnight Friday and
runs till midnight Saturday, which I am pleased to say has many devoted brothers
that take out an hour or 2 and spend in prayer in the chapel. We are also
embarking on helping out at the shelters for the homeless in Richmond as they are
in need of manpower to man these centres with little chores or just helping out
where needed. What better opportunity for us to show others through our
kindness and works of charity.
We also have our Wheelchair Foundation Drive that is ongoing where we can help
those less fortunate and many times forgotten souls, that there is someone that
cares for them and helps renew their faith in humanity. Remember that your
donation of $150 does not just get a new wheelchair but it actually transforms
someone’s life and gives them hope and a totally new meaning to their life.
Let’s start our New Year with a conscientious effort to follow our Beloved Pope
Francis and learn to be humble and serve in our lord’s vineyard for glory and
redemption of mankind.
May you and your entire family have a trouble free and rewarding New Year and
may all your wishes be fulfilled.
Vivat Jesus!

Kevin G. Mendonca
Grand Knight
Archbishop Duke Council 6855
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FIELD AGENT’S MESSAGE

Jose P. Cabalu, FIC, CHS
Field Agent

“This Christmas, be like Mary, Joseph and the Infant Jesus: Open yourself to
the gifts of faith, hope and understanding in God and then share those gifts
with others”.
My family and I wish all my Brothers Knights and their families a Blessed
and Joyful Christmas season, and a Peaceful and Prosperous 2014.
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SENIORS COMMUNITY LUNCHEON
DECEMBER 14, 2013

Some of our key organizers for this event (L-R) GK Kevin Mendonca, Bro
Alberto Nisperos, Bro Rudy and Gladys Chamberland, Bro Kim and Gloria Ng
Fr. Edwin Kulling, Assistant Pastor
GK Kevin Mendonca welcoming all and Chairperson Bro Americo Silva
leading the Grace
to this popular annual event

Guests enjoyed some traditional Christmas carols by Gabriella and
Robert Mendonca
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Seniors Luncheon…contd.

The team behind the scenes lead by Maria Silva (Left)

Great team work among the members and spouses

Knights in action
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Seniors Luncheon…contd.
Once again our Seniors Luncheon was a great success; the feedback we received was very good. Our seniors enjoyed
the entertainment, food, music, also Santa and the service they received at this annual event.
We recognise our Bro PGK Americo Silva, our Chairperson for this event and his wife Maria. They have been doing a
tremendous job in attaining great kudos from all the seniors that attend. The message we receive from many is that
they have never seen such an event and so much fun for all to enjoy.
We totally out did ourselves this year and its only thanks to members like Bro Kim and Gloria Ng (decorations,
banner), Rudy and Gladys Chamberland (Lighting & setup), Alberto and Alma Nisperos (tickets/seating), Jakob Hauser
(Chef), spouses who helped with prep work from early morning and all who helped with setup, in the kitchen,
washing, serving, singing and cleanup. It goes to show that we at Council 6855 know how to work as a Team and all
came together as a family and made a big difference in serving our seniors at this annual event, that many of them
look forward to as an opportunity of meeting old friends and sharing in the Christmas celebration.
Our Singing waiters and spouses Christmas Choir has grown tremendously and has taken a new life with many new &
old faces taking a leading role in making this a fun sing along.
Great Job one and all, you make our Council proud with your excellent service and dedication.
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A Word of Thanks from the Chairperson….

As I am writing and reflecting on this event for this year, it is only
fair to say that from its humble beginning our annual Seniors
Community Luncheon continues to grow.
Since 2002, the time of my involvement with this event, it has
reaffirmed to me the joy and admiration of our seniors towards
the gradual improvement of this function.
PGK Americo Silva & his wife Maria

Many of the senior guests of today were in fact the past authors
of this legacy, whom we as Knights of Columbus today are proud to serve.

However today this event structure has evolved to become more of a family event and has encouraged
many young participants, such as our students from St. Paul School, who prepare handmade Christmas
Cards for each senior, Youth musicians from the local Choirs and Youth Group, Knights of Columbus
Families, which include fathers, mothers and children who serve jointly our honoured and well deserving
seniors.
Furthermore I must point out that some of our guests are still key to the success of this project by
providing their talents and labour in decorations, lighting and flower arrangement.
To all those involved my sincere Thank you for the work well done.
Sincerely,
Americo Silva
Seniors Luncheon Chairperson

Members/spouses taking a break after a job well done!!
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Pancake Breakfast with Santa
DD

Parishioners enjoyed the Christmas Pancake
Breakfast with Santa and carols by the knights

At the Annual Christmas Sing Along

(Centre) Our special guests Lupina Kover and Mary Nezil
were presented with poinsettias by GK Kevin Mendonca on
behalf of Council 6855
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(Centre) Lisa McPherdrian and family receiving a cheque on behalf
of BC Special Olympics from GK Kevin Mendonca. Also in the
picture (L-R) State Communications & PR Chairman Edgar Ursua,
Financial Secretary Alberto Nisperos, District Deputy #23 Ed Panes
and DGK Lorenzo Ranada

Our
Annual
Christmas
Sing-Along
December 16, 2013
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY – DECEMBER 21, 2013
Once again our Annual Children’s Christmas Party was a huge success. We had around 50 kids ranging in
ages from a few months old to 14 years. We had games for all ages, arts and crafts, face painting, pinning
the nose of Rudolph and our crowd pleaser Crazy Balloons.
The day was perfect as the gym was all decorated and warm with a hint of Christmas around the corner.
There was plenty of food for all kids. Parents, Grandparents, Uncles & Aunts were also treated to fresh
brewed coffee and pizzas and once everyone had finished their meal, Santa made his grand entrance and
entertained the kids before settling down to give them their gifts.
Our thanks go out to spouses of our knights and some devoted parishioners that have taken a keen interest
in running these events. Special Thanks to Trevor, Maria and Melissa Rodrigues, who took care of food,
crafts and face painting. Lorraine D’sousa and Clementine D’sousa in running the games and the support of
the Lifeteen / Spirit through Gabriella & Robert Mendonca, Amy Desouza and Megan Tolentino that made
sure that all booths were operating smoothly and orderly.
Lastly a Big Thank You to Santa for making an appearance once again and to our brother knights and
spouses that helped in the kitchen.

Lunch Time

Crazy Balloons
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Children’s Christmas Party…..contd.

Face Painting

Games

Time with Santa
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NEW YEAR’S EVE DINNER AND DANCE
Once again we had a good last minute response to our numbers and ended up with 200 + members and guests
that attended our New Year’s Dinner Dance. We had a good variety on the dinner menu that was supplied by
Dutchman Caterers and was well liked by all who attended.
There was a vast variety of music that catered to all ages and moods and tried to please everyone’s requests.
Alas at such events it’s hard to satisfy everyone, which we learnt throughout the evening.
Nevertheless there were tons of door prizes that kept everyone happy and our 50/50 draw drew a lot of
response.
We all brought in the New Year and ended the night around 1.00 am.
A BIG THANK YOU to Rudy and Gladys Chamberland for all the hard work on the décor for the evening, it was
indeed appreciated by all. Elio & Diane Gasparetto, Jack Coursol and Jakob Hauser for handling the bar,
Alberto & Alma Nisperos for tickets/seating/setup. Edgar Ursua for ticket sales. Stan & Barbara Leong for
assisting with the decorations. Lorenzo & Julie Ranada for posters/table programs & numbers. To all those
brothers and spouses who stayed back and helped with the cleanup.

11 | P a g e

New Year’s Eve…Party Time!!
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DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE UNBORN CHILD
ADORATION CHAPEL, ST. PAUL PARISH
ON DECEMBER 28, 2013

FEAST OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS
Once again our Day of Prayer was a great success. We had a great number of
members, spouses and families that came and spent an hour or more at the
Adoration Chapel. It was a blessing that the day selected to hold this 24 hour
prayer and devotion was on the Feast of the Holy Innocents, which made it even
more worthwhile to pray for those that have lost their lives or not given a chance to
choose their lives. It was a day when we ponder on our society, to the inhumane
cruelty that is meted out to those that do not have the ability or freedom to defend
themselves from such drastic decisions. It was very reassuring to see so many that
spent even up to 3 hours and more in the chapel on this day to pray. Thank you to
all those who have taken on this monthly task of supporting us in our prayers and
devotion.

RICHMOND FOOD BANK DONATIONS
Despite being a busy month when we divert our monthly food bank
drive for the St Vincent De Paul Family Food Hampers for the Christmas
season, we were still able to help the Richmond Food Bank with our
donations. Thanks to our Knights and families, we were able to supply
the Food Bank with much needed items before Christmas and topped
up with a cheque made out through our Columbus Charities and
presented to Judy from the Richmond Food Bank.
The generosity of the parishioners were still pouring in even after
Christmas Day that made it possible for me to take a van load of food
to the Food Bank before the New Year’s Eve and was welcomed whole
heartedly by the management and staff of the Food Bank. They have
great admiration for the members of Council 6855 and parishioners of
St Paul who still remembered the less fortunate and donated
generously. A Big Thank You to all for your thoughtfulness and
kindness shown to others. God Bless you all.
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(L-R) Bro Alan Veary, Judy from Richmond
Food Bank & GK Kevin Mendonca

The Knights of Columbus has been supporting
this organisation since 2003 and has become a
partner in providing this wonderful service to our
brothers and sisters in this world. So far the
foundation has been able to reach those that are
stricken by War, Old Age, Sickness and other
forms of calamites in this world and has delivered
wheelchairs free of cost to places such as Cuba,
Mexico, Poland, Philippines, Afghanistan, Iraq,
Dominican Republic and also here at home in
Canada and the USA just to name a few.
The Mission of this foundation is
-

Mrs. Christiana Flessner,
Executive Director
Canadian Wheelchair Foundation
September 16, 2013

Raising awareness of the needs and abilities of people with physical disabilities.
Delivering mobility into the lives of those who have no means to acquire a wheelchair.
Transforming lives through Mobility, and with it giving Freedom, Dignity & Hope.

Our Wheelchair Drive has been growing steadily; at the end of 2013 we were able to deliver $6,000 that
would buy 40 new wheelchairs for this worthy organisation. We are grateful to those brothers that have
shown compassion and came forward to lend their monetary support, and to those friends and
acquaintances that have put their trust in us and have donated generously for this cause.
We are still in need of all your compassion and generosity to reach our ultimate target of 100
wheelchairs and I am confident that all brothers and families will do our council proud by showing your
support. Remember that the $150 you donate towards a new wheelchair not just gets a wheelchair to
an individual but actually transforms their life for good and gives them an opportunity to lead a more
meaningful life, thanks to your generosity.
GK Kevin Mendonca presenting a
cheque on behalf of Council 6855 to
Joy Kilback, Admin Assistant,
Canadian Wheelchair Foundation.
January 3, 2014
If you would like to know more about this wonderful
organisation please visit the Canadian Wheelchair
Foundation Booth set up at each pancake
breakfast or visit the website www.cdnwheelchair.ca.
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FIRST DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION
DECEMBER 18, 2013

Our new member Bro Leo Yaun Ping with the Degree Team and Bro Knights
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FAMILY OF THE MONTH – NOV 2013

Bro Mike and Doreen Ripplinger receiving the Family of the Month award
from GK Kevin Mendonca

KNIGHT OF THE MONTH – NOV 2013

Bro Lawrence Belleza receiving the Knight of the Month award from GK Kevin Mendonca
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Family of the Month – DEC 2013

Brothers please join me in congratulating Bro Joselino, Dianne, Amy, Evan & Klyde Desouza as being
chosen as the Family of the Month for December 2013. Bro Joselino has joined us since May 2013
and has taken an active part in our activities. Whenever time permits he is there to lend a helping
hand with setup and take down for many of our events and can be seen also at our Pancake
Breakfast helping with his wife and family stacking away chairs and cleaning and putting away
tables. His children are always on hand to help with serving tea/coffee at our Pancake Breakfast and
Amy lends a helping hand at our Annual Children’s Christmas Party, besides being an altar server
and member of Life teen Youth Group.
It is indeed a pleasure to see young brothers and their families taking an active part in our council
and lending their support and assistance whenever possible.
Keep up the good work and may the Lord shower his blessings upon your family.

Knight of the Month – DEC 2013

Brothers, please join me in congratulating Bro Manuel Canita as being chosen as the Knight of the
Month for December 2013. Bro Manny has been with our council since 1991 and shortly after joining
our council achieved his 3rd Degree membership. Bro Manny has always been actively involved in our
council activities, has been a great support at our Pennies for Heaven Drive, our monthly Pancake
Breakfast and our membership drives. Bro Manny and Gloria Canita are also regulars at our Adoration
Chapel. He is also on hand to assist with our Sunday ushering.
We are grateful to have members like Bro Manny that take an active part in our council and parish
activities and is always ready to serve with a smile. Thank you Bro Manny and may you be an example
for all brothers to follow. God bless.
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January 2014
Sun

5

Mon

6

Tue

Wed

7

19

4

8

9

10

11

Coats for Kids
Distribution

13

14

General Meeting
RM 1&2 7:30 pm

Rosary Night
GK Kevin & Bridget
Mendonca 8:00 pm

20

21

27

15

16

22

23

Charity Appeal
Early Bird cutoff

17

18

Sports
Day of Prayer
Starting midnight

Charity Appeal
Early Bird Draw
Day of Prayer
Ending midnight

24

25

JC Meeting
Host 11916

28

Sat

3

Executive Meeting 2nd Degree
RM 4 7:30 pm
RM 1/2 7:30pm

26

Fri

2

7:30 am Choir
Mass

12

Thu

1

29

First Degree
RM 1, 2 & 4
7:30 pm

Charity Appeal
Main Draw cutoff

30

31

Choir Practice
8:00 pm

Fraternal Benefits
Information Night
7:00pm RM 1/2
Sports

February 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
Charity Appeal
Main Draw
St. Francis Xavier
Council 10500

2

3

7:30 am Choir
Mass

Gen Meeting
RM 1/2 7:30pm

9

10

11

Family Day Stat
Holiday

Rosary Night
Alberto & Alma
Nisperos 8:00 pm

17

18

16

4

5

6

7

Recruitment Training
ST Joseph Parish
1-5pm

12

13

14

24
First Degree
RM 1/2 7:30pm
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15
Valentine’s Day
proposed Dinner
Dance

19

20

21

Executive Meeting
RM 4 7:30 pm

23

8

22
JC Bowling
Venue TBA

25

26

27
Choir Practice
8:00 pm

28

PRAYER FOR SICK and DISTRESSED
May our prayers continue to provide the additional help to speedy
recovery and alleviate the suffering of our brother knights and
knights’ families who are sick or in distress. This we ask in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Bro. Neil Homol
Bro. Philip Liang
Antonio Ilejay (Brother in law of Edgar Ursua)
Consuelo Danoog (Wife of Bro Ernesto Danoog and Mother of
Bro Ramano Danoog)
Rudy Chamberland

FOR THE DECEASED
Lucy Luterbach (Mother of Msgr. Luterbach)
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